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Dear Families, Faculty, and Staff, 
 
A productive first semester is drawing to a close. Before we soon enjoy the Holiday season, I want to recognize 
each of you for the dedication, talent, energy, and care you contribute to the success of our students. This newslet-
ter showcases many of the great activities our students are part of in our schools and in the community. We will 
move forward to focus on what matters most, helping our students learn to the best of their abilities.  
 
Let’s always continue to collaborate and keep the lines of communication open. I want to take this opportunity to 
thank the Board of Education for their dedication to the students and their families. 
 
Best Wishes, 

 
 
 

Mr. James J. Greenwald, Ed.S.  
Superintendent of Schools 
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Parents and Guardians, 
 
Chronic Absenteeism in the State of Illinois is defined as missing 10 percent or 18 days of a school year for any 
reason. Our Chronic Absenteeism here in Granite City Community Unit School District #9 is an alarming 30.7%. The 
state average is 16.8%. It is so very important that your student attends on a regular basis. Good grades and good 
achievements are a result of being in class regularly.  As we prepare our students for success in the workplace and 
their adult lives, we cannot emphasize enough the importance of being present and accountable.  We know in the 
adult world an employer values people with good work habits. Please help us by encouraging good attendance at 
home when you have discussions with your students. If there are special reasons for attendance issues, please 
communicate with us. We want to be a collaborative team for the success of all students. 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
 
 

Mr. James J. Greenwald, Ed.S.  
Superintendent of Schools 
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This fall, students of  all grade levels     
participated in a contest honoring the     
bicentennial of  Illinois.  This contest was 
sponsored by the Granite City Optimist 
Club.  Some students chose to create      
projects such as historical dioramas or    
informative tri-fold posters.  Others wrote 
thesis driven essays about events that have 
occurred in our state's history.  And still 
others created multimedia or digital 
presentations highlighting a historical 
event or interesting place to visit in         
Illinois.  Students from Holy Family and St. 
Elizabeth also participated in the           
competition, truly making it a community 
event of  all Granite City school aged    
children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Granite City Alumni Associa-

tion launched in September as the offi-

cial alumni association of Granite City 

graduates.  They are focusing 

on alumni networking and promoting 

positive communication and public rela-

tions within and outside of the commu-

nity.  They also plan to sponsor small to 

middle size capital campaign projects as 

well as alumni scholarships through do-

nations.  You can find out more or join 

at www.granitecityalumni.org  Free or 

paid memberships are available. 

 

School Breakfast: Give It A Try! 

We know how busy the mornings can be getting everyone ready for school and work. Take 

breakfast out of the equation and let us feed your child a nutritious and delicious breakfast at 

school. Breakfast is offered daily at all Granite City Community Unit School District #9 schools 

for all students and includes whole grains, fruit and milk. You can find the breakfast menu on 

www.gcsd9.net.  If your child hasn’t participated in school breakfast in the past, we invite 

them to join us.   Every student is entitled to one free breakfast and one free lunch daily. 

 

This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider. 

http://www.granitecityalumni.org
http://www.gcsd9.net
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Community involvement is instrumental in the successful nurturing 

and preparation of our children for the future. 

 

 The Granite City Community School District is looking for individuals looking to make addi-

tional money while maintaining a flexible part time schedule. 

 

We currently have the following substitute positions available: 

Substitute Administrator 

Substitute Building Aide 

Substitute Cafeteria Worker 

Substitute Custodian 

Substitute Monitor 

Substitute Nurse 

Substitute Paraprofessional 

Substitute Secretary 

Substitute Teacher 

 
For additional information, please contact: 

Granite City Community School District 

Human Resources Department 

3200 Maryville Rd, Granite City, Il 62040 

(618) 451-5800 Ext 2004 or 2005 

 
 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjE18D5lIDPAhWBQSYKHfKfAAkQjRwIBw&url=http://hosted.verticalresponse.com/409783/edc7aad236/1633000663&psig=AFQjCNF-N2Tx1ZlZVkoWBiTJmuIDgQPohg&ust=1473436582411649
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Students met for class at their host business, Nicol Finan-

cial Services, to debrief about our Savor the Season event 

and begin to sort out the revenue and expenses for the 

event. CEO board member Kevin Nicol talked about the event 

and congratulated students on a successful night. He 

spoke about his most recent book and the places he has 

traveled promoting the book. He presented the CEO facilita-

tor Karen Greenwald with a check from the Granite City Op-

timists. Student CFO Joey Thomas worked on preparing de-

posits and updating his spreadsheet. Students called partici-

pating businesses and thanked them for supporting CEO. 

Students are excited to figure out the bottom line for our 

event.  
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Ron Dillard hosted CEO students for breakfast at Petri’s Cafe, our oldest local 

diner. He has attended our CEO events each year and was a guest at Savor the 

Season. He has invited each CEO class to Petri’s Cafe the day after our big event. 

Mr. Dillard explained to students his different roles in the Granite City School 

District, which total 54 years. He was a drivers ed teacher and department chair 

for 30 years and a school board member for 24 years. He told many stories and 

shared special moments of  his career. Thank you Mr. Ron Dillard for treating 

CEO students to a special morning at Petri's Cafe.  

 

Petri's Cafe owner Larry Petri spoke about his life and taking over the business 

from his parents, who opened the diner in 1946. He focuses on providing the best 

food and best service to get repeat customers. Petri's Cafe closes at 3 pm each day 

but Fridays because they are known for their fish on Fridays. Larry is an alum of  

Granite City High School and is the head soccer boys coach at Southwestern Illi-

nois College. 
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Granite City CEO students sincerely appreciate and thank everyone 

who supported their Savor the Season evening. We especially thank 

Carl Yount and Port Harbor Railroad Corp. for sponsoring our CEO 

event. More photos posted soon. 

Granite City CEO 
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Grow Granite Education and Workforce Committee 
Perfect Attendance Winners for November 2018  

 
The following students were awarded with a gift from Mr. Marc Griffin, Theatre Manager at 
the Granite City Cinema through the Grow Granite Education and Workforce Committee. Pic-
tured from left to right: 
 

Frohardt, Jeffery Mosby/Maryville, Steven Munoz/Mitchell, Rylee Perigo/Wilson, Reed Corzine and      
Grigsby, Alaina Foreshee  

Grow Granite Education and Workforce Committee 
Perfect Attendance Winners for October 2018  

 
The following students were awarded with a gift from Mr. Marc Griffin, Theatre Manager at 
the Granite City Cinema through the Grow Granite Education and Workforce Committee. Pic-
tured from left to right: 
 

Frohardt, Oliver Margrabe/Maryville, Gracie Taylor/Mitchell, Jody Dukes/Wilson, Hadassah Donze and      
Grigsby, Rachel Willaredt  
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Grow Granite Education and Workforce Committee 
Perfect Attendance Winners for September 2018  

 
The following students were awarded with a gift from Mr. Marc Griffin, Theatre Manager at 
the Granite City Cinema through the Grow Granite Education and Workforce Committee. Pic-
tured from left to right: 
 

Frohardt, Lana Dilallo/Maryville, Nathan Branding/Mitchell, Rylee Perigo/Wilson, Avator Carter and      
Grigsby, Braden Miller  

Granite City Fire Department and “Sparky” Visit the  
Prather Pre-K/Kindergarten Center during Fire Safety Week 
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League of Their Own: Mark Lull 
Maryville Elementary School Principal Mark Lull was recognized as the 
best principal/administrator by the St. Louis Post-Dispatch’s 2018 Best of 
Southwest Illinois. The principal said this was a nice surprise and quite 
an honor. 
“I had received an email saying that I was nominated,” he said. “Still to 
this day, I do not know who nominated me, but there was an online vot-
ing process where people could vote every day for the nominees. I don’t 
know how I got on that list, but I am very grateful. This was quite an hon-
or.” 
Lull was born and raised in Kansas City and moved to Granite City in 
1989. His education career spans 15 years. He started out as a third-
grade teacher for the Madison School District for four years, then moved 
on to early childhood and ran a program in Granite City. Lull returned to 
the classroom and taught third grade at Niedringhaus and Frohardt, then 
finally became principal at Maryville.  
“As an educator, I have the potential to interact with students of all ages 
of development and personally work with them from pre-k to fourth 
grade,” he said. “I always wanted to make an impact on shaping the person that the student will ultimately be-
come. I wanted to make a difference and impact life lessons that students will never forget and make them 
realize their true potential. As a principal, my goal is to ensure that every student receives quality education 
and I am prepared to promote these goals through my leadership here at Maryville and discovering which 
method works best to meet this goal.” 
What made you want to pursue a career in education? 
I could say that the three most common things — to improve the quality of public education, to give back to 
my community and of course, to change lives of students. All three of these are true, but really, I think it’s al-
ways been deep-rooted inside of me. As a child, after playing baseball with my buddies, I would make them 
sit down and I would make worksheets for them. After one year of college, I became an international flight at-
tendant for TWA and when I lived in New York City, I became a flight attendant recruiter and then went to the 
training center here in St. Louis as a service instructor. That was when it really hit me. I had that epiphany mo-
ment. Education is where I needed to be. So, after we had trained everybody, all the new flight attendants, I 
returned to the line and flew only weekends and went back to school Monday to Friday and completed my de-
gree.  
What are you looking forward to most about this upcoming school year? 
I think what I’m looking forward to the most is getting to know all of our incoming first-graders that are joining 
us from the kindergarten center and watching them grow and learn throughout the school year. 
What has been one of your most memorable moments? 
My first year of teaching and seeing my third-graders grasp the knowledge — when the light bulb in their 
heads go off.  
What is the biggest lesson you have learned while in this career field? 
I think the biggest lesson I have learned is that I’m still learning each and every day. I learn from my staff and I 
learn from my students.  
What are the top lessons you try to teach all your students? 
Never stop learning, always love reading and be the best person that they can be.  
What is your ultimate goal? 
At this point, I’m living it. I always wanted to be principal.  
What kind of legacy do you hope to leave? 
I hope I am remembered for my compassion — as one who truly cares for his students, families and staff — 
and I hope I made a positive influence on all of my students. If I reach just one student, then I would have 
done my job.  
Who has been your biggest mentor or inspiration? 
My kindergarten teacher. She had such a major influence on my love for school. I loved school from kinder-
garten and on. I loved high school; I was very involved. I was probably in every single club that was there. I 
was senior class president, very active in sports and theater. I think she was my biggest influence because I 
always remembered her, and I wanted to, as an adult, reach children and make sure they have a love of edu-
cation and hopefully they will have the same joy I did throughout my school career.  
Outside of school, what are some of your hobbies? 
I love kayaking, performing in community theater and working in my yard and garden. 
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On Saturday, October 27, over 125 students, fami-

lies, staff, and community members joined together 

at Wilson Park for Maryville School's PTA FunRun 

RunRaiser. Over 

$4,000 was raised 

toward our goal 

of $10,000 to pur-

chase adaptive 

playground equip-

ment to be enjoyed 

by our students of 

all abilities.  

 

 

 

 

Movie Night At 

Maryville School 

Over 150 students and 

families enjoyed movie 

night at Maryville 

School on Friday, Sep-

tember 28. The Boss Ba-

by was shown and eve-

ryone enjoyed pizza, 

candy and beverages. Maryville School is lucky to 

have such an amazing PTA led by Mrs. Laura Cell! 
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Maryville Attendance Center Annual Pumpkin Smash Bash 

On Wednesday, October 31, the rain stopped for Maryville School's annual 

Pumpkin Smash Bash. Each classroom carefully and thoughtfully packed a 

pumpkin in a decorated box. Granite City Fire Department dropped each box 

from the ladder on a fire truck. The goal was for the pumpkin to survive the fall. 

Ms. Cooper's class won. Mrs. Blomme's class won Honorable Mention because 

their classroom pumpkin had only a large crack. 

The students enjoyed a fun morning! Maryville School staff and students wish 

to thank the GCFD and GCPD for their continued partnership in this activity. 
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Food Drive for the Eagles Auxiliary 

Mrs. O'Leary classroom collects over 100 items for an area food drive. During the month of 
November, the students at Wilson 1-2 Attendance Center were challenged to collect the most 
food items for the Eagles Auxiliary. The food drive is going to help fill food baskets for the 
Senior Citizens in the Granite City area. The students at Wilson collected over 350 canned and 
boxed food items for this drive. The class with the most items collected would receive a pizza 
party from the Eagles Auxiliary. All classrooms worked hard to make the food drive a success. 
The winner of the pizza party was Mrs. O'Leary's class. 
They will celebrate their hard work with the party on 
Dec. 7th.   

 

Wilson Attendance Center I-Ready Math Series 
On November 14th parents and students were invited to come to Wilson 1-2 Attendance Center to 
get a better understanding of the I-Ready math series. The parents were taken into the computer 
lab. A  teacher from the 1st (Debbie LeVault) and 2nd (Laura Grote) grade level explained to the par-
ents portions of the new math series and gave them ideas of how to help their child with their math 
homework. While the parents were in the informational meeting their children were in the gym do-
ing math exercises that went along with their grade level curriculum. To conclude the evening one 
student from each class was recognized for their high level of math skills. They were each given a 
certificate of achievement. This was a great way for the parents and students to better understand 

the I-Ready Math series. 
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Morning Stories With Someone Grand 

Mitchell School hosted "Morning Stories with Someone Grand" in Novem-

ber.  Students and the guest of their choice read stories and enjoyed juice or 

milk with their donuts. There were 262 students and adults who participat-

ed.  Everyone seemed to really enjoy their time together.  

Rocket Math 
Rocket Math is a program where volunteers practice math facts with students in an 
effort to learn and know their facts automatically without much thinking.  Students take 
timed tests weekly and chart their progress on a rocket.  The first semester 4th grade 
students have been working with the volunteers.  Thank you to all of our volunteers this 
year and to our students for working so hard.   

Below are volunteers George Smith and Mark Griffith working with 3rd graders as they 
soar to complete their rockets! 
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Veteran's Day at Frohardt 

In honor of Veteran's Day, Frohardt invited Veterans and those currently serv-

ing, as well as Police officers and Firemen, to come in and enjoy breakfast and a 

small ceremony. The students made cards and pictures for them and we took pic-

tures with the Veterans and their relatives who attend here. We lined the hall-

ways with the entire student body and our guests and recited the Pledge of Alle-

giance and sang the National Anthem. It was quite moving and everyone enjoyed 

the morning.  
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Grigsby Intermediate School 
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Clean Air Bookmark Design  

Shelby Rainey, an 8th grader at Coolidge Junior High, won 

the Clean Air Bookmark design grade 7-8 contest sponsored by Madison County 

last May. Shelby is a member of the Coolidge Science Club.  Members were to 

design, illustrate and color a bookmark at a meeting. Ms. Terri Kunz, Science Club 

sponsor, is very proud of her and her bookmark. Our school has been partici-

pating for three years now and she is our first winner. Shelby, her parents, and 

Ms. Kunz attended an awards ceremony in May at 

SIUE where she received her award and was recog-

nized. Shelby won a Paper Kindle, gift card, and 

bookmarks for everyone at Coolidge.  
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Coolidge Junior High School Pep Rally 

Back to School Pep Rally held at Coolidge. Mr. Haynes and Mr. Corey Byrd were the em-

cee's for the event and Ms. Chelsea Smith was the choreographer of the teacher dance. 

The Coolidge band entertained us with their music while the cheerleaders had us 

screaming multiple times for the Braves. Teachers and students participated in the Red 

White cheer! You say red I say white. Red- White! The team of teachers were victorious 

in the chair balloon race against students for two years in a row. Ms. Smith also designed 

t-shirts for this rally that said "It's a Brave thing. you just wouldn't understand." Thanks 

to everyone and their efforts for pulling this pep rally together  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coolidge Junior High School Dance 

Students had a great time at 

the CJHS Dance. The stu-

dents to the right are the 

School Spirit Winners at the 

Dance. 
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Coolidge Junior High School 

The Coolidge Junior High School cheerleaders competed at the 

ICCA regional hosted at Waterloo High School on November 

17, 2018. The 23 athletes competed in the Medium category of 

the Junior High division and took 3rd place. Along with this 

award, the cheerleaders qualified 

for the ICCA State Champion-

ships that will take place in Jan-

uary 2019, in Springfield.   

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to the following students for being se-

lected to the 2019 All Illinois Jr. Band! It is a HUGE accom-

plishment for these young ladies!! 

Laryn Evans - Trumpet 

Lauryn Fenoglio - Euphonium 

They will perform in a band comprised of the top 82 jr. high 

band students in the State of Illinois on February 9 at the Uni-

versity of Illinois.  This is one of the highest honors that a jr. 

high musician can earn!  They are definitely a source of pride 

for the band, Coolidge Jr. High School, and GCSD 9. 
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Coolidge Junior High School Cross Country 

The Coolidge Cross Country team finished its second season.  The Braves hosted 

the 1st inaugural Cross Country Invitational on August 31st, 2018.  Lauryn 

Fenoglio was the Braves top female runner this season setting the school record 

for two miles.  Alex Weaver was the top male runner this season setting the 

school record for two miles. The team grew this year and is expecting to be even 

larger and more competitive next year.  

National Junior Honor Society 

On October 9, 2018, National Junior Honor Society held their Induction Ceremo-

ny.  Sixty-two students were honored for their scholarship, service, leadership, 

character, and citizenship. During the ceremony, Anthony Losch led the Pledge of 

Allegiance, and Gretchen Kujawa led the students in the Inductee's Pledge.  The 

National Junior Honor Society members will be completing several service pro-

jects throughout the school year, beginning with a Christmas collection for less 

fortunate families in Granite City.  
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GCHS Fall Art Show 

The Granite City High School Art Show was held at the Six Mile Regional 
Library at 2001 Delmar Avenue from October 24 - November 26th. 

The show is titled "Simply Graphite" and displays the works of 22 
GCHS artists. 

Emma Basola 

Taylor Beaver 

Sharon Bernstein 

Hannah Brumley 

Grace Douglas 

Karmen Escobar 

Brianna Gibson 

Rachel Hamilton 

Lillian Henderson 

Vanessa Huerta 

Anna Krueger 

Patty Lahey 

Marcie Lamb 

Elizabeth McGinness 

Missy Patel 

Kayla Proffitt 

Grace Sedabres 

Abby Shable 

Sierra Smallie 

Pamela Siar 

Randi Ulrich 

Faye White 
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A GRAND TIME AGAIN! 

 

Our Granite City High School Marching Warriors are having a GRAND TIME AGAIN this year!  
The GCHS Marching Warriors had their best season in the history of Granite City High School 
with their show, “Somewhere Over”.  The show included “Somewhere Over the Rainbow” from 
the hit movie, the Wizard of Oz, and featured the following soloists: 

 

John Lucas – Trombone 

Julia Fuhrman & Jillian Jenness – Color Guard 

 

The band won the title of Grand Champion this year at Eastern Illinois University and the Uni-
versity of Illinois.  Their most impressive win came at the University of Illinois - ILLINOIS 
MARCHING BAND CHAMPIONSHIPS.  The band had their best performance of the season 
earning First Place in Class 5A, along with trophies for Best Music and General Effect Perfor-
mances.   The band also took the top honor of the GOVERNOR’S GRAND CHAMPION TROPHY 
out of 42 other bands in competition.  This is the second year in a row that the GCHS Marching 
Warriors have taken the top honor of Grand Champion at the University of Illinois – Illinois 
Marching Band Championships!   

 

GCHS Marching Warriors director, Wyatt Roberds, said “This was one of the toughest competi-
tions we’ve ever competed in.  We always tell the kids that the only thing you’re in control of is 
your own performance, so go out and do your best.  They definitely blew the audience and 
judges away with that performance!” Congratulations Marching Warriors on an awesome 
show and an unprecedented marching season!!  You make us very proud to be Warriors!! 

 

Here’s the GCHS Marching Warriors overall season record: 

 

SIUE Marching Percussion Competition –  

August 25th  

 

O’Fallon Metro East Marching Classic –  

September 8th  

1st Place Band – Class 3A 

2nd Place Color Guard 

3rd Place Overall out of 21 bands 
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EIU Panther Marching Band Festival – September 29th  

1st Place Band – Class 5A 

1st Place Music 

1st Place Visual 

1st Place General Effect 

1st Place Color Guard 

1st Place Drum Majors 

Best Soloist – John Lucas (Includes scholarship to EIU Summer 
Camp) 

GRAND CHAMPION - 1st Place Overall out of 29 bands 

 

Fort Zumwalt River City Showcase –  

October 13th  
3rd Place Band – Class 5A in Prelims out of 8 bands 

6th Place Band – Finals out of 12 bands 

2nd Place Visual - Finals out of 12 bands 

 

U of I – Illinois Marching Band  

Championships – October 21st  

1st Place Band – Class 5A 

1st Place Music 

1st Place General Effect 

Governor’s Trophy GRAND CHAMPION - 1st Place Overall out of 42 bands 

 

The GCHS Marching Warriors will perform two Holiday Concerts in December.  The first concert 
will take place on Wednesday, December 5th at 7:00pm in the GCHS Gymnasium. Performances 
will include the Grigsby Intermediate School Beginning Band, Coolidge Junior High School 
Bands, and the GCHS Marching Warriors.  The second concert will take place on Thursday, De-
cember 13th at 7:00pm in the GCHS Gymnasium with performances by the Grigsby Intermedi-
ate School Beginning Band, Coolidge Junior High School Wind Ensemble, and the GCHS Wind 
Ensemble.  Both concerts will in-
clude a wide variety of holiday 
music and various other songs to 
put everyone in the Christmas 
Spirit!  Admission is $3 for adults, 
$2 for children, and district staff 
+1 guest get in free with a school 
district id. Come on out and enjoy 
the sounds of the season! 
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Granite City High School STEP Students 

A group of GCHS STEP students are participating in a virtual reality job inter-

view training program offered by invitation from the University of Michigan.  The 

interactive program, nicknamed 'Molly', is an exciting new approach to helping 

student's with procuring employment.  

Molly is evidence based curriculum that allows students to explore different 

jobs and choose one of interest. They fill out an application, create a resume, 

choose appropriate interview clothing, and go through an interview with an 

online avatar.  They work through three levels, each increasing in difficulty, 

with different interviewers, honing their skills.  The interview avatar gives imme-

diate feedback with facial responses, body language, and follow up ques-

tions.  All information, including the interviews, are reviewed with the teacher 

and can be printed or saved for later access.  Students 

have given positive feedback and are enjoying integrat-

ing new technology into the lessons.  
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GCHS Democracy Schools Team 

The GCHS Democracy Schools Team recently distributed a 

book to every district 3rd grader.  The book for this fall 

was Ken Jennings' Genius Guide to Geography.  These books 

are part of the GCHS Democracy Schools 

outreach program to increase grade level 

appropriate social studies materials for 

our elementary students.  GCHS was 

named a "Democracy School" in 2015 by 

the Illinois Civic Mission Coalition for its 

commitment to school, student, and com-

munity engagement. 

GCHS Blood Drives 

 NHS had its second of  4 blood drives for the year on November 20th, 

2018.   

 If  you do not have 7th hour prep, please consider donating after 

school.  We have appointment times from 3:10 to 7:30. 

 Location is in the High School Atrium by the main office. 

 Email me what time you would like to donate. 

 We will have pizza for donors. 

 Future drives: January 22, 2019 and April 9, 2019 
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Read for a Lifetime is a statewide reading program that targets 

high school students. This initiative promotes the enjoyment of  reading by 

encouraging students to read both classic and contemporary literature, and 

rewards them for their efforts. By participating in the program, students de-

velop a love of  books and reading that will last a lifetime. 

Illinois high schools participating in the program receive a list of  25 book 

titles, which represents a mixture of  classic and contemporary literature. 

Each student who reads at least four titles from the posted booklist during 

the school year will receive a certificate of  achievement signed by Secretary 

of  State and State Librarian Jesse White. 

Over the history of  the program 19,567 students and adults from more than 

500 high schools and public libraries throughout Illinois have read 90,777 

books. 

153 students from Granite City Senior High have signed up to participate 

this year.  

Below are the names of  those who have already completed the program 

even though the deadline isn't until March of  2019. They received a free 

new book from the GCHS Library. 

Ariyon Clay 

Caitlynn Slone 

Lorena Ortiz 

Mayra Onate 

Alexandra Lamas 

Perla Lamas 

Payton Leibold 
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The Vocational and Business Departments continue 

to offer the students at GCHS numerous opportunities in their post-secondary career 

path.   

The Job Shadow program, which is lead by Mrs. Christie Moad in the Business De-

partment, is currently placing over 113 students at multiple job sites for a day.  Sites 

include shadowing police, doctors, teachers, physical therapist, and engineers.  

These sites are determined by students individual career interests.  Prior to the 

placement, the students must attend workshops, research careers, and complete a 

formal interview with local business leaders.  New to the department is Mrs. Chan-

dra Bristol.   She is currently teaching Video Journalism, Marketing and Photoshop.  

The CEO (Creating Entrepreneurial Opportunities) program will be hosting their an-

nual business event on Monday, December 5th, from 5:30 to 8:00 in the GCHS cafe-

teria.  This is an opportunity to explore and connect the Granite City area business-

es.   

The Vocational Department, lead by Mr. Billy Laycock, provides students at GCHS un-

limited opportunities after graduation.   Student are exposed to the newest and 

most advanced technology in the field.  The demand for employees in the industrial 

sector is at an all-time high.   Several of our students have stepped into lucrative ca-

reers upon graduation from GCHS.  The Building Trades program continues to con-

struct quality homes in the Donna Lynne Subdivision and will have another home 

completed in the Spring of 2019.  Each of the vocational programs provide the stu-

dents with several field trip opportunities to vocational schools and potential em-

ployers.  Representatives from military branches, trade 

schools, and employers speak to the vocational classes as 

well.   

In early October, counselor Mrs. Pam Cook, provided the 

students at GCHS with an Industrial Fair that was repre-

sented with over twenty-five vendors that included 

schools, as well as potential employers and representa-

tives from various trades.  The event was highly attended 

and provided a plethora of information to our students.   
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CONGRATULATIONS to Mr. Billy Laycock!! As you already know, he was 
selected as the KPLR 11 Tools For Teachers winner of  $500 from Weber Chev-
rolet for December! He was nominated by Amberly Duke, who sent us the nom-
ination below. 
  
Amberly – thank you for sending in such a wonderful nomination. This pro-
gram only works with people who take a moment to get to the website and tell 
us about someone who is deserving. 
  
On Friday, Dec. 7, news photographer Jim Chambers came to Granite City 
High School to take video of  Mr. Laycock in his classroom. This was just video, 
no audio. They used the footage when the segment aired. 
 
On Friday, Dec. 14 – Billy and Amberly came in-studio to News 11 for a live 
segment and to present Billy with his $500 check.  
  
Here is the Tools For Teachers program with links to the segments, if  you 
want to take a look at previous winners.  
 
https://kplr11.com/category/news/tools-for-teachers/  
  

Nomination: Mr. Laycock is a young teacher with an old soul. He has an 

"old school" way of  teaching his machine shop class and uses his career con-

nections to catapult deserving students into the real world, going above and 

beyond to the students who share a passion for machines like him. He uses 

every opportunity he sees to grow the boys into men, teaching them valuable 

lessons whenever he can. My nephew Tyler graduated High School and Mr. 

Laycock helped him land a career in a great company. After watching Tyler 

succeed, two more of  my nephews moved to Granite City just to get the 

same opportunity -- To learn from Mr. Laycock! Can you imagine Mr. Lay-

cock's surprise when word spread through the school that children from 

Southern Illinois were moving to Granite City JUST to attend a particular 

teacher's machine shop class?  

https://kplr11.com/category/news/tools-for-teachers/
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Winter Wonderland 
A Christmas Carol Celebrates 12th Annual Production at Granite City High School 

 

Last year’s 11th Anniversary production of A Christmas Carol marked a new milestone for the 
GCHS Theatre Department.  Very few schools, if any, can boast such an impressive achieve-
ment for what has become a significant part of the Granite City and surrounding communi-
ty’s’ holiday tradition.     
 

This year’s 12th annual production proved to be even more engaging as a cast of over 55 stu-
dents, teachers, administrators and community residents worked to once again bring to life 
this annual holiday classic.  
 

“It’s been a twelve-year journey that has transformed each of us into the people we are to-
day,” says Principal Don Stratton – who has brought the character of Scrooge alive for twelve 
years. “It’s huge.  I love being a part of this production. We all do.” 
 

Since 2007, the play has become a holiday tradition, and has been performed both indoors 
and outdoors.  More than 550 actors ranging in age from 5 – 85 have participated over the 
years.  In addition, more than 19,000 people have attended the production and approximately 
2000 students helped design and construct the sets since 2007.  
 

The play tells the story of Scrooge and his transformation into a gentler, kindlier man after 
seeing the ghost of Marley – his former business partner – and the Ghosts of Christmas Past, 
Present and Future. 
 

“Our production continues to evolve each year in an effort to keep our audiences engaged,” 
Manoogian said.  “This year some of our older musical numbers were replaced with newer 
ones, and focused more upon Scrooge as a child, young adult, and older adult. This year’s pro-
duction should prove to be enjoyable for children of all ages.”  
 

A student matinee was held on Wednesday, December 5, 2018, with over 550 students 
attending.  Evening performances were De-
cember 6 - 8 at 7:00 p.m.  A 2:00 p.m. Sun-
day matinee performance was held on De-
cember 9, 2018. 


